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AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

UNCLAS JOHANNESBURG 0873 

CAPE TOWN ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ELAB, PINT, SF.US 

SUBJECT: FINANCIAL MAIL REPORT ON KELLOGG 

REF: (A) STATE 84903 (B) JOHANNESBURG 841 

1 . THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE ON THE CHARGE OF TRADE 
UNION VICTIMIZATION APPEARED IN THE APRIL 15 EDITION. 

OF THE WEEKLY FINANCIAL MAIL. 

BEGIN QUOTE. 

YET ANOTHER US COMPANY HAS BEEN ACCUSED OF VICTIMISING AFRICAN 
WORKERS - THIS TIME ONE WHOSE BRAND NAME GREETS MANY SOUTH 
AFRICANS ACROSS THE BREAKFAST TABLE. 

HARD ON THE HEELS OF THE HECKETT AFFAIR, FOUR WORKERS AT 
KELLOG (SA) ALLEGE THEY WERE FIRED FOR TRADE UNION 
ACTIVITY. ALL ARE MEMBERS OF THE SWEET, FOOD AND ALLIED 
WORKERS' UNION, A 2,200 MEMBER REEF BASED AFRICAN TRADE 
UNION. TWO OF THEM ARE UNION SHOP-STEWARDS. 

THEY CLAIM THAT THEY HAVE BEEN VICTIMISED BY WHITE SUPER- 
VISORS AT KELLOGG EVER SINCE THEY JOINED THE UNION LAST 
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SEPTEMBER. THEY ALSO ALLEGE THAT THEIR DISMISSAL WAS RE- 
LATED TO ATTEMPTS TO FORM A WORKS COMMITTEE AT THE FACTORY. 
KELLOGG HAS A LIAISON COMMITTEE, BUT LATE LAST YEAR 
MANAGEMENT RECEIVED A PETITION ASKING FOR A WORKS COMMITTEE. 

A BALLOT WAS HELD AT WHICH THE WORKERS WERE ASKED TO 
CHOOSE BETWEEN 'CHANGE 1 AND ’NO CHANGE'. A MAJORITY VOTED 
FOR CHANGE', WHICH THE WORKERS UNDERSTOOD TO MEAN A WORKS 
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COMMITTEE. 

ONE OF THE FOUR. JANE LEKHULENI, SAYS THAT A LOCAL BANTU 
LABOUR OFFICER TOLD HER THAT SHE WOULD HAVE TO LOOK FOR WORK 
ELSEWHERE' IF SHE WANTED A WORKS COMMITTEE. THE OFFICIAL 
CONCERNED, AMR. ERASMUS, WILL NOT COMMENT BECAUSE, HE SAYS, 
DEPARTMENTAL REGULATIONS DON'T ALLOW HIM TO TALK TO THE 
PRESS. 

THIS BALLOT WAS NULLIFIED, HOWEVER, BECAUSE A MAJORITY OF 
THE WORKERS DID NOT VOTE. A SUBSEQUENT BALLOT WAS SUPPORTED 
BY A LARGER NUMBER OF WORKERS AND KELLOGG NOW HAS A WORKS 
COMMITTEE. THE FOUR WORKERS CLAIM. HOWEVER, THAT THEY WERE 
HARASSED BY SUPERVISORS AFTER THE WORKS COMMITTEE VOTE AND 
THAT ONE WAS TOLD BY HIS SUPERVISOR THAT HE WOULD BE DISMISSED 
FOR JOINING THE UNION. 

THEY ALSO ALLEGE THAT THE SUPERVISOR ASSIGNED 1 UNREASONABLE TASKS 
TO THEM ADN USED THEIR REFUSAL TO PERFORM THESE AS AN EXCUSE 
FOR DISMISSAL. 

KELLOGG MD DES WOOD TELLS THE FM THAT HE ’ OVSIOUSLY CAN'T 
SAY WHETHER SUPERVISORS MADE ANY THREATS WITHOUT INVEST- 
GATING. HE ADDS, HOWEVER, THAT HE IS SATISFIED THE FOUR 
WERE DISMISSED BECAUSE THEIR WORK WAS INADEQUATE. ONE MAN 
WAS FOUND SLEEPING ON THE JOB. AND LUKHULENI WAS DISMISSED 
FOR FIGHTING, HE SAYS. 

IF ANY THREATS WERE MADE, THEY WERE CONTRARY TO COMPANY 
POLICY.’ HE ADDS. 'WE KNOW SOME OF OUR WORKERS BELONG TO 
THE UNION AND WE HAVE NEVER TRIED TO STOP THEM. WE STILL 
HAVE MANY UNION MEMBERS WORKING FOR US AND HAVE NO 
OBJECTION. 

’ I HAVE MET WITH THE UNION'S SECRETARY, MR. SIKHAKHANE, 
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BEFORE AND HAVE DISCUSSED COMPLAINTS WITH 
HIM. I HAVE CONTACTED HIM ON THIS ISSUE, AND HE IS IN- 
VESTIGATING. IF HE WISHES, I WILL CERTAINLY MEET WITH HIM 
TO DISCUSS IT AND I HAVE TOLD HIM THAT.' 

SIKHAKHANE TELLS THE FM THAT HE WAS AWAY WHEN THE INCIDENT 
OCCURRED AND WAS UNAWARE OF IT UNTIL WEDNESDAY. NEVERTHELESS, 

HE IS 'DISTURBED' BY IT BECAUSE 1 ON THE FACE OF IT, IT LOOKS 
LIKE A CLEAR CASE OF VICTIMISATION'. 

HE SAYS THAT KELLOGG IS NOT PREPARED TO RECOGNISE THE 
UNION, THOUGH HE HAS MET WOOD. SIKHAKHANE ADDS THAT HE 
REQUESTED PERMISSION TO ATTEND THE WORKS COMMITTEE BALLOT, 

BUT THIS WAS REFUSED BECAUSE IT WAS ’ AN INTERNAL MATTER’. 

UNQUOTE. KIRBY 
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